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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wertz's Covered Bridge (Red Covered Bridge) was built in 1867 by contractor
Amandas Knerr for the County of Berks at a price of $7,650.00. This single span bridge
crosses the Tulpehocken Creek between Bern and Spring Townships and in the years
between 1867 to 1884 crossed the Union Canal.

In past history, Berks County had over forty wooden covered bridges. Today Wertz's
Bridge represents one of the five remaining covered bridges that exists in Berks. With a
length of 165 feet, it is one of the longest single span covered bridge existing in
Pennsylvania. It has a width of 16 feet and a height of 12 feet. Typical of most Berks
County covered bridges, it is constructed with a Bupr-Arch Truss. Theodore Buir, one of
the most famous United States covered bridge engineers, patented this arch truss
reinforced with Kingposts and supporting a level roadway in 1804. This bridge was
constructed with primarily white pine lumber and was pinned with oak pins soaked in pine
tar. The original roof was made of wooden shingles and the bridge was painted red. For
the first quarter century of its existance it was a toll bridge and from 1867 to 1940 was
owned by the County of Berks.

In 1940 to 1953 it was owned and operated by the State of Pennsylvania and in 1953
its ownership returned to the County of Berks. Today it is situated at its original location
within the Berks County Park and Recreation Department's Tulpehocken Creek Valley
Park system. No longer open to automobile traffic, the bridge is used by hikers, bicyclists
and park visitors as an access point unto the County Park's five mile National Recreation
Trail Union Canal towpath trail. In the future, the bridge will act as an educational
interpretive structure and as a walkway entrance into the Berks County Heritage Center,
an historical interpretive park which now includes the Gruber Wagon Works, and in the
near future the Deppen Cemetery, the C. Howard Hiester Schuylkill and Union Canal
Museum, the Bicentennial Eagle Memorial, the Bright's One-room Schoolhouse, and
Hessian Revolutionary War Guard Huts. -

The bridge is supported by two stone structured abutments. During the summer of
1975 various repairs were made to the bridge which included a fresh coat of red paint to
the exterior, repairing various holes in the sides plus a new tin roof.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Abstract: The Wertz's Covered Bridge is one of the longest remaining single span
covered bridges in the Commonwealth and played an important part in transportation in
the County of Berks.

During its period of operation, Wertz's Covered Bridge was on a well travelled
thoroughfare, and as was true of other covered bridges in Berks which spanned streams,
provided immediate access to a mill. Being a vital transportation link, the bridge
connected the Old Tulpehocken Road, the major route which paralleled the Tulpehocken
Creek, with the Red Bridge Road, a roadway which was laid out as early as 1796. Even
before the bridge was constructed in 1867, the local residents used the area where the
bridge is presently located to ford the creek. So when the County of Berks chose this site
fo the building of Wertz's Bridge, it was probably because of the existing heavy usuge.
Knowing that the bridge was a highly travelled structure a local merchant had his
advertisement painted on the beams in the bridge. Dr. Reed's Common Sense Shoe Store,
Reading, Pennsylvania, is an advertisement which still can be observed today.

It is easy to understand that both Wertz's Covered Bridge, which was travelled by
farmers driving Gruber Wagons, and the Gruber Wagon Works, when open to visitors in the
Berks County Heritage Center, will complement each other as significant transportation

orientated structures.

The Wertz's Covered Bridge stands as a living memorial to the famous covered
bridge designer and builder Theodore Burr, whose patented arch truss supports the bridge
at present. Gradually through vandalism, natural disaster, obsolescence and neglect many
of these wooden landmarks have passed into oblivion. But fortunately for this bridge is
will be used in conjunction with the National Register property, the Gruber Wagon Works,
in the Berks County Heritage Center, an interpretive park where their historical
significance will be preserved. :
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